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THE COMPASS

A PUBLICATION OF TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF FORT DODGE
TRINITY UMC MISSION — TO SEEK & TO SAVE THE LOST. JOHN 10:11

A PLACE TO... BELONG. BELIEVE. BECOME.

She shall bear a son and shall name him EMMANUEL...
the WORD became flesh and lived among us...
To you is born this day in the city of David a SAVIOR who is the
MESSIAH,
The LORD,
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD!

INCARNATION

A babyis bornin a stable in the backwater town of Bethlehem. His parents
gave him the name Jesus. But the prophets, the wise men, the angels, and
the shepherds addressed him by other names - titles, really. He was the
Messiah, Lord, Emmanuel, the Savior, the Word made Flesh, and the Light
of the World. This Advent, we’ll explore the meaning of those titles and
what they tell us about the child whose birth we celebrate at Christmas.
Join us each week - Saturday night or Sunday morning — as we sing your
favorite carols, light the Advent candles, and reflect upon the significance
of the Christ-child for our lives and world today.

Our Adult Sunday School class is diving a little deeper into these topics
through a companion Advent study, Incarnation, on Sunday mornings at
11:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. Everyone is invited to participate. Grab a
cup of coffee and snack in the Gathering Room and make your way to the
Fireside Room for spiritual food and fellowship.

First Weekend in Advent: Messiah & Lord
Second Weekend in Advent: Cantata Presented by our Chancel Choir
Third Weekend in Advent: Savior
Fourth Weekend in Advent: Word
Christmas Eve, 7:30 PM: Light of the World

Worship with us:
Saturday Worship-5:30p
Sunday Worship-9:30a
Sunday Livestream on
Facebook & YouTube
Visit trinityumcfd.org

Published monthly by:
Trinity United Methodist
Church of Fort Dodge
838 N. 25th St.

Fort Dodge, IA 50501

Office Hours:
Mon 9a-3p, Tues-Fri 9a-1p
Phone: (515) 573-3519

Rev. Bobbie Maltas
Bobbie.maltas@iaumc.net

Laura Stover
laurastover21@gmail.com
(515) 570-2609

Jared Feddersen
jaredfeddersen@yahoo.com

Administrative Assistant:
Mallory Asche
office@trinityumcfd.org

Website: trinityumcfd.org
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YouTube: trinityumcfd
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PRAYING THAT THIS

CHRISTMAS*

FINDS YOU WITH PLENTY OF
PEACE, HOPE. LOVE AND JOY.
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Birthdays - ’;k
1 Rose Dopita

2 DebbyRoe

4 Lane Hansen

4  Harvey Hilpipre
7  Mike Shelton

8 Cordelia Kintigh
10 Barbara Humphrey
11 Deloy Koester
14 Ramona Peterson
14 Jason Beckman
15 JeanWarg

16 Jeff Becker

18 Chris O'Brien

18 Emma Ebelsheiser
19 David Messerly
19 Owen Breeser
19 Jerry Chada

20 Michael Paddock
20 Susan Peters

21 Jane Stewart

21 Jackie Surles

21 Angela Garraway
22 Deb Shelton

26 Jeanne Herrington
26 PegTrevino

29 Dean Fryar

29 Justin Patterson
30 Lois Martin

30 Brady O'Brien
31 Mason O'Brien
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9 Sean &Josephine Alstott
18 Jared & Karine Feddersen
20 Bill & Diane Mclintyre
28 Mark & Ruth Babbitt

MISSIONS
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Missions Committee:

We are sending a huge thank you
to everyone who helped out on
Ingathering Day! It was a busy
afternoon as we loaded a semi-
trailer with all the ingathering kits
and other useful items from
churches in our district. These
useful items included: walkers,
wheelchairs, crutches, bicycles,
sewing machines, sleeping mats,
and more. All were taken to
Midwest Missions in Pawnee,
Illinois to be distributed around the
world.

Our Heifer International display
with information and donation
envelopes is in our church hallway.
Three quarter tubes are set out
waiting to be filled with all kinds of
change - not just quarters.
Donations will be taken now
through the end of December.

Ruth Babbitt contacted the
Duncombe and Cooper school
nurses recently and found that
their children need snowpants and
snow boots, children’s sizes 6 to
14. There are ornaments and
donation envelopes to take from
our giving tree in the church
hallway.

We have a weaving session on
Thursday, December 11, from
5:00 to 7:00pm. Everyone is
welcome to join us.

Missions Committee will meet again
in January 2026.

Jayne Cassidy



A VOICE CRIES OUT: “IN THE WILDERNESS PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD; MAKE
STRAIGHT IN THE DESERT A HIGHWAY FOR OUR GOD. EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE LIFTED UP,
AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL BE MADE LOW; THE UNEVEN GROUND SHALL BECOME

LEVEL, AND THE ROUGH PLACES A PLAIN. THEN THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHALL BE
REVEALED, AND ALL FLESH SHALL SEE IT TOGETHER, FOR THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HAS
SPOKEN.”

ISAIAH 40: 3-5

Dear Members and Friends of Trinity United Methodist Church,

The days have been gloomy lately, with little sunshine and warmth. However, as I drive through the
neighborhoods, I've noticed an increasing number of Christmas lights shining through the darkness. These
lights remind me that Advent will begin this year on the last weekend of November.

Advent is a time of anticipation, waiting, and patience. We eagerly await the celebration of the birth of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, in whom we place our hope for the world. While we celebrate his birth, we also
patiently wait for his return and strive to prepare the world for his coming.

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, the worship readings from scripture become more hopeful. The
music transitions from minor to major keys, and the lyrics convey God’s promises. Each week, an
additional Advent candle is lit, bringing more light—both symbolically and literally—into our world. It truly
is a beautiful season.

This year has been challenging for many, but Trinity UMC has remained committed and faithful. Despite
facing tight finances, we have continued to share what we have with our neighbors through donations of
food, school supplies, health resources, clothing, and financial assistance. We have gladly contributed to
sending children and youth to church camp and middle and high school students on mission trips. These
experiences have genuinely transformed their lives. Generosity is in Trinity’s DNA, and that will never
change. Thank you, Church!

This year, the Advent Offering will support all ministries funded by the general budget. We’ve experienced
significant shortfalls in giving and hope to replenish our accounts through year-end donations.

My hope and prayer for you and your family this Advent is that as you notice the gradual increase of
Christmas lights in the neighborhoods and participate in Advent worship, God will bless you with renewed
hope for the future.

Wishing you a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas!

Rev. Bobbie Maltas
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THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE :) Laura

"For God, who said, 'Let
light shine out of
darkness,' made his light
shine in our hearts to give
us the light of the
knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus
Christ.” -2 Corinthians 4:6

This verse came to life
recently as the youth
groups found themselves immersed in the darkness at
Kennedy Park playing hide-n-seek, when suddenly,
without warning, the light shined out of darkness and
this picture was captured. It was a game changing,
illuminating moment.

As we journey through December, we experience the
darkness arriving sooner every night until we reach
the winter solace (Dec 21), the shortest day and
longest night of the year! But then beginning
December 22", days will begin to get longer, with the
increase being a little more than a minute of daylight
per day on average. We'll see for ourselves how the
light shines out of the darkness.

Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness but have the
light of life.” -John 8:12. What a promise for this
season of darkness that turns into light. Maybe you or
someone you know is struggling to find that life giving
light, reach out to them, invite them to worship, pray
for them. By shining your Jesus light into their lives,
they may hear Jesus calling, “ready or not, here |
comel!”

Christmas Light Show is the name of the JAM kids
Christmas program to be held on Wednesday,
December 17th at 5:15 pm in the sanctuary. Parents,
church families and friends join us for a thirty-minute
event that will surely shine Jesus’ light into your life.
Supper will be served after the program, Chicken Taco
Soup and Cinnamon rolls.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!
WEDNESDAYS: DECEMBER 3, 10 & 17™

JAM (Jesus & Me) for 1 — 5" graders
afterschool until 5pm. Register with Laura
MORE JAM for 6" graders only

Afterschool until 5p.m. Register with Laura
CONFIRMATION classes for 7 & 8™ graders
Early class @ 3:45pm or late class @ 5:45 pm
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 9-12" grade @ 6:15pm

STOP & GO SUPPER serving 5—5:45 p.m.

All welcome. Free will offering. Fellowship Hall
Menu for Dec. 3™

Hash Brown Soup, Ham & Cheese sandwich, apple
slices, Jello poke cake.

Menu for Dec. 10™

Turkey Tetrazzini, Vegetables, Orange Salad, Bread,
Pumpkin Desserts.

SUNDAY NITE LIVE YOUTH GROUP
Middle School — December 7 @ 4pm
High School — December 14 @ 5 pm

CHRISTMAS BREAK SPECIAL EVENTS

JAM KIDS - “David” Movie Date: TBD
Middle School Youth: Dec. 30 TBD

COMING IN JANUARY

The 2™ semester of Wednesday children & youth
activities plus the Stop & Go suppers will resume on
Wednesday, Jan. 28" running through April 29, 2026.
There will not be any activities on March 11" due to
Spring break. If you have any questions, contact Laura.
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saurday  9-30@am - Trinity Women's
6 Missions Christmas Brunch

5:30pm - Christmas Cantata

9:30am - Christmas Cantata

10:30am - Christmas Cookie
Walk

| Wednesday

5:15pm - Children’s
17 Christmas Program
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24 7:00pm - Christmas Eve
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ANNUAL TRINITY
CHRISTMAS COOKIE
EXCHANCE

:-%
SUNDAY DEC. 14 !

FOLLOWING THE 9:30AM F I N“ ‘

o COMMITTEE

As the end of the year is approaching, we
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Please bring at least 3 dozen of your are reflecting on the blessings that we have
favorite homemade or store-bought and the thanks that we give during this time

Christmas cookies or candies and an of year. The church’s mission is one that we

empty container and tongs for collecting are very thankful for and must continue to
support.
As in years past, we will be assembling cookie
gift boxes for many of our home-bound Serving God’s people through church
friends. services, fellowship, mission trips, food

L. N pantries, ingathering kits, coats and boots for
Came joun tﬁe fd@awoﬁzp.’ those in need, Bible studies, and a host of
other events, as well as the upkeep of the
church facilities and operating the church,
takes about $300,000 each year.

We would like to reach that milestone each
year, and this is the time of the year that we
continually see the generosity of the
congregation step forward to contribute to
our mission. By mid-November we were in
the range of $215,000 towards our 2025
annual budget and ask you to consider what
gifts God has provided you so that you can
share with the church. Prayers, time, talent,
and treasures are all needed to continue the
2025 mission of Trinity.

May God bless each of you every day of your
life, and even though we all may have one of
those days that is filled with loneliness or
sorrow, know that God is with you and has
His own plan for each of us.

The Finance Committee
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Sunday

December

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

30

Advent
9:30am Worship
11:00am Adult Sunday School

1

9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom
11:00am Webster County Retired
School Personnel Luncheon
1:00pm RSVP BASE Fitness

2
9:00am Trinity Quilters

3

Accountant Here

10:00am Coffee with Friends
3:20pm JAM

3:45pm Confirmation Class
5:00pm Stop & Go Supper
5:45pm Confirmation Class
6:30pm Choir

6:30pm Youth Bible Study

4

8:30am Trinity Bible Study
10:25am Teen Parent
Connection Group

1:00pm RSVP Base Fitness

5

9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom

6

9:30am Trinity Women's
Missions Christmas Brunch
5:30pm Christmas Cantata

7

Potluck
9:30am Christmas Cantata
4:00pm Middle School Youth Group

8

9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom
1:00pm RSVP BASE Fitness

9

9:00am Trinity Quilters
5:45pm Finance Committee Meeting
6:00pm FD Quilters Guild

10

10:00am Coffee with Friends
3:20pm JAM

3:45pm Confirmation Class
5:00pm Stop & Go Supper
5:45pm Confirmation Class
6:30pm Choir

6:30pm Youth Bible Study

11

8:30am Trinity Bible Study
10:25am Teen Parent
Connection Group

1:00pm RSVP Base Fitness
5:00pm Mat Weaving Session

12

9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom

13
5:30pm Worship

14

9:30am Worship

10:30am Christmas Cookie Walk
11:00am Adult Sunday School
5:00pm High School Youth Group

15

9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom
1:00pm RSVP BASE Fitness

16
9:00am Trinity Quilters

17

Accountant Here

10:00am Coffee with Friends

3:20pm JAM

3:45pm Confirmation Class

5:15pm Children's Christmas Program
5:45pm Confirmation Class

6:30pm Youth Bible Study

18

8:30am Trinity Bible Study
10:25am Teen Parent
Connection Group

1:00pm RSVP Base Fitness

19

9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom

20

Newsletter Articles DUE
5:30pm Worship

21

9:30am Worship
11:00am Adult Sunday School

22

9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom
1:00pm RSVP BASE Fitness

23
9:00am Trinity Quilters

24

Office Closed

4:00pm Christmas Eve Family Worship
7:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion

25

Christmas Day
Office Closed

26

Office Closed
9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom

27
5:30pm Worship

28

9:30am Worship
11:00am Adult Sunday School

29

Office Closed

9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom
1:00pm RSVP BASE Fitness

30

Office Closed
9:00am Trinity Quilters

31

Office Closed
10:00am Coffee with Friends

1

Office Closed
10:25am Teen Parent
Connection Group

2

Office Closed
9:00am RSVP BASE Fitness
10:00am Missions Loom

3
5:30pm Worship
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838 N 25TH ST
FORT DODGE IA 50501-2849
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

December

A Wi /Vowmag/
g the | ord of peace
himaet give you
peace at all times
and, ineveny way.
The.[ ond, be with all of you.

2 Thessalonians 316, NIV



