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We’re kicking off an exciting new year of Children & Youth Ministry
at Trinity UMC—and we’re celebrating in style!

Join us Wednesday, September 16, 2026, after school for an
afternoon packed with fun, food, games, and plenty of excitement
as our children and youth get ready for a year of growing in faith
and learning more about Jesus and all He does for us.

🎨 Face Painting
🍿 Popcorn & Cotton Candy
🍕 Pizza
🐴 Pony Hop Rides
🎮 Games & Prizes
🫧 And the thing we’re MOST excited about… a FOAM PIT!

The fun will continue until approximately 6:00 p.m.

Everyone is welcome!

Save the Date!
Our regular Wednesday night groups begin on September 23:

JAM • Middle School Bible Studies • Stop & Go Supper
 Senior High Bible Study

We can’t wait to kick off another amazing year together! Come
join the fun and see what God has in store! ❤️

Children & Youth Special Event

🍂JAM & Youth🍂
Wednesday Night
Fall Kick-Off
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Please let the office know if
you want to be added or
removed from this prayer
list. We want to respect your
privacy, but let our prayer
warriors know that you
desire inclusion.

Ed & Joanne Becker
Terry Lee

Linda Pingel
Steve Roe

Bill Cunningham 
(brother of Jean Warg)

Joann Whittington
Gary Winkler

Cliff & Sharon Perkins
Martina Hanselman

Ryan Bernie
Jim Ainslie

Kay Lomicka
Judy Clearwater

Cathy Jones

Volunteers Needed to
Assemble Ingathering Kits

Missions Committee News

As summer winds down, it’s time to finish our Ingathering Kits! Thank you
to everyone who has purchased items or donated money. The Giving Tree
still has ornaments and envelopes available, and donations may be
brought to the church through September 6.

A special thank-you to the volunteers sewing sturdy cloth school bags for
the student kits. Instead of a disposable plastic bag, each child will receive
a bag that can be used throughout the school year.

Volunteers Needed — September 24
Join us from 3:00–6:00pm. to sort supplies, assemble kits, pack boxes, and
label them for Ingathering. Pizza will be provided! Call the church office
ahead of time and tell us your favorite kind.

Mat Weaving
Regular weaving continues Mondays and Fridays, 10:00–11:00am.

Additional September sessions:
Thursday, September 10: 5:00–7:00pm.
Saturday, September 19: 10:00 a.m.–12:00pm.

Next Missions Committee Meeting:
Tuesday, October 6 at 5:00pm.

Everyone is welcome!

The Gifts We Carry
Stewardship News

This fall, Trinity will begin a four-week stewardship journey called The Gifts
We Carry. 

Stewardship is about far more than money; it is about recognizing that
everything we have—our resources, abilities, experiences, relationships,
time, and very lives—belongs to God. 

Beginning September 26/27, we’ll explore Everything Belongs to God, Every
Gift Has a Story, and Gratitude Changes Us, before celebrating
Consecration Sunday on October 18 with Joining God’s Story. 

Each week, we’ll add our own words and stories to a green ribbon that will
wind through the symbols of our journey and grow as we do. Together,
we’ll consider the gifts God has entrusted to us, the stories those gifts
carry, and the ways gratitude transforms how we use them. 

On Consecration Weekend, we’ll bring our financial commitments
alongside all those stories—not simply asking, “What belongs to God?” but
making a much bigger confession: We do. And when we offer the gifts we
carry, we become part of what God is doing in our church, our community,
and the world.
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Vickey Messerly
Jan Friederichs
Val Wehde
Jarrod Chada
Emmy Piton
Rusty Bell
Daryl Starrett
Roberta Sonksen
Julie Nail
Landon Moeller
Bill McIntyre
David Doster
Jerry Beck
Alexis Stuhrenberg
Brad Wehde
Colleen Koester
Junior Le
Jodie Hindt
Bana Starrett
Sydney Loots
Ellie Alstott
Mark Babbitt
Eleanore Peterson
Marty Smith
Renee Maulsby
James Peterson

9/1
9/2
9/3
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9/15
9/17
9/24

Don & Kim Peart
Jason & Deanne Ebelsheiser
Benjamin & Amy Pingel
Kraig & Regina Barber
DJ & Skip Campney
Jerry & Timi Jordison
Dean & Nancy Bundy
Justin & Rhiannon Patterson
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United Methodism – 
Let’s Learn

Adult Sunday School News

Have you ever wondered why United Methodists do some of the things
we do? Why do we baptize infants? Why is our Communion table open
to everyone? What exactly did John Wesley mean by “grace”? And
what in the world does a group of eighteenth-century college students
being called “Methodists” as an insult have to do with us?
This fall, our Adult Sunday School class will explore the history, beliefs,
and practices that have shaped the United Methodist Church—and
continue to shape the way we follow Jesus today.
But don’t worry. There will not be a test.
Instead, we’ll meet some fascinating people, beginning with John and
Charles Wesley and the early Methodists, whose faith took them
outside church walls and into prisons, factories, schools,
neighborhoods, and the lives of people often overlooked by the
established church. We’ll discover why Methodists have historically
cared so deeply about both personal faith and changing the world
around us.
Along the way, questions are not only welcome—they’re encouraged.
You don’t need to know anything about United Methodist history or
doctrine. You don’t even have to be United Methodist. Bring your
experiences, your curiosity, your doubts, and the things you’ve always
wondered about but never had a chance to ask.
Join us beginning Sunday morning, September 13, 10:45am in the
Fireplace Room. There’s a place for you in the conversation.

What Does It Mean to
Say, “Jesus Is Lord”?

Monday Night Bible Study News

Christians have been saying “Jesus is Lord” for nearly 2,000 years. We
sing it, pray it, and confess it—but what does it actually mean for the
way we live?
This fall, our Monday Night Bible Study will explore that question using
Tom Berlin’s Jesus Is Lord: The Cry of a Kingdom Citizen. Together, we’ll
look at the life and teachings of Jesus and consider what it means not
simply to believe in Jesus, but to follow Him as Lord.
The study will meet for six weeks beginning Monday, September 14, at
6:30pm.
Books are $15 and will be available through the church. Please read
Chapter 1 before our first meeting so we can jump right into the
conversation.
Whether you’ve participated in Bible study for years or have never
joined one before, you are welcome. Bring your questions, your
experiences, your Bible, and your willingness to discover where
following Jesus might lead us.
Monday Night Bible Study
Begins: September 14
Leader: Pastor Bobbie Maltas
Time: 6:30pm
Length: Six weeks
Book: Jesus Is Lord by Tom Berlin
Cost: $15
Come join the conversation!
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HELP WANTED: SOUPERBOWL COORDINATOR 
Wanted: One person willing to take charge of soup without actually having to make all the soup.
Our annual SouperBowl Competition is Sunday, February 14, 2027, immediately following worship. You’ll
assemble a merry band of volunteers to publicize the event, register contestants, handle event logistics, and
help us turn soup into support for Trinity Youth Ministry.
Qualifications: Ability to organize people who own crockpots. Football knowledge entirely optional.

SHEPHERDS WANTED — NO SHEEP EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
Wednesdays from 3:45–4:45 PM, our JAM kids need friendly adults to lead them from activity to activity.
You do not have to serve every Wednesday—unless you discover that shepherding children is your spiritual
gift and you simply cannot stay away.
Staff and crooks provided. Okay, no crooks. Just kids.

WANTED: SNACK PERSON 
Wednesday afternoons, 2:45–3:45 PM. Whichever Wednesday afternoons fit your schedule. 
Prepare super-simple snacks, serve them in the JAM room, and clean up afterward.
No culinary degree required. Nobody expects you to flambé anything. These are children. If you can open
things, put things on plates, and occasionally locate a napkin, you may be exactly who we're looking for.

WANTED: PROFESSIONAL HELLO-SAYER 
Okay, it isn't technically a profession.
We need a Wednesday Afternoon Greeter from 3:10–3:40 PM to welcome children as they arrive. Smile. Say
hello. Help kids know we're glad they're here. Thirty minutes. Enormous impact. No committee meeting
required. You don’t even have to be here every Wednesday, but you’ll probably want to. We don’t judge.

5•2 FOOD MINISTRY: MIRACLE WORKERS NEEDED 
We're not asking you to multiply loaves and fishes. We have grocery stores.
But you can help multiply community, hospitality, nourishment, and belonging by joining the planning,
preparation, and serving of food at Trinity. And 5•2 is about more than Wednesday night meals. Wherever
food can bring people together, there's an opportunity for ministry. Come help us fill bellies, pull up chairs, and
make room at the table.
Taste-Testing absolutely allowed.

PUMPKINS WITH A PURPOSE COORDINATOR 
Every year Trinity's youth create amazing pumpkins depicting biblical stories and themes. The youth will
handle the decorating. You get to handle the rest.
We need someone to coordinate the display, oversee voting, and help us introduce a new element this year
benefiting The Lord's Cupboard.
Warning: You may become emotionally invested in a pumpkin depicting the parting of the Red Sea.

CONFIRM-AFFIRM CO-LEADER WANTED
Pastor Bobbie is looking for a co-leader for the Confirm-Affirm Youth Sunday Morning Class, meeting 10:45–
11:30 AM on Sundays except the first Sunday of the month.
Bring your faith, your questions, your willingness to listen to young people, and your sense of humor. You do
not have to know everything. In fact, admitting that you don't may be excellent preparation.

WANTED: PANCAKE SUPPER KITCHEN BOSS
No, it isn't Ash Wednesday. Yet.
But February will arrive approximately twelve minutes from now, and our Pancake Supper is Wednesday,
February 10, 2027.
We already have cooks. Supplies will be purchased. What we need is someone to run the kitchen and keep the
whole operation moving. Qualifications: Organization, calm under pressure, and the ability to say, “Those
pancakes go THERE,” with appropriate authority.
Syrup-related experience preferred but not required.

Classifieds
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WANTED: STOP & GO MEAL PREP CREW 
The 5•2 Food Ministry needs volunteers on Wednesday mornings at 11:00 AM to help prepare food for that
evening’s Stop-N-Go Supper.
Chop. Stir. Measure. Assemble. Possibly ask, “Is this bowl big enough?” and discover that the answer is no.
You’ll serve on a rotating schedule, so volunteering does not mean surrendering every Wednesday morning
until Jesus returns.
Qualifications: Willing hands, a heart for hospitality, and the ability to follow a recipe—or stand near someone
who can.

WANTED: STOP & GO SUPPER SERVERS
 

Here’s your opportunity to become one of the smiling faces of 5•2 Food Ministry!
Meal servers meet in the kitchen at 4:00 PM on Wednesdays to get ready to serve our Stop & Go Supper. You’ll
help turn prepared food into something more than dinner: welcome, hospitality, nourishment, and
community.
Servers will work on a rotating schedule, so you won’t be needed every Wednesday.
Qualifications: Ability to fill a child’s plate (adults eat too!), offer a smile, and ring the triangle, shouting,
“Come-n-Get It!” (Triangle not provided.)

See something that sounds like you? You don't have to do everything. Just pick one thing.
Because ministry doesn't happen because a few people do everything. It happens when a whole
lot of people offer what they can—and discover that God can do quite a lot with it.

Outdoor Worship:
September 20th

Save the Date!

Bring a lawn chair. Watch for details!

Charge Conference
Trinity’s annual Charge Conference will be held Sunday, October
25 at 6:00pm at First United Methodist Church in Fort Dodge. 

Charge Conference is part business, part accountability, and
part opportunity to look together at how our ministries are
fulfilling the mission we share. And yes—anyone who wishes to
attend is welcome.

COMMITTEE CHAIRPEOPLE: WE NEED A FEW WORDS FROM YOU

Committee chairpeople are asked to submit a brief summary of
your committee’s disciple-making efforts by the
Administrative Council meeting on Tuesday, October 13.

There’s no way you could recount all the wonderful ministry
you’ve done, so please don’t try. Tell us briefly: How did the work
of your committee help people grow as disciples of Jesus Christ
—or help Trinity make disciples?

That’s the story we want to tell at Charge Conference.
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CA: Confirm/Affirm Youth Sunday School
CA: Confirm/Affirm is a Sunday School class for students in grades 6–12, led by Pastor Bobbie. It will begin
meeting on September 13 .th

For youth who have not yet been confirmed, the class will include the important pieces of the confirmation
journey—exploring what we believe, why we believe it, and what it means to claim the Christian faith as our
own.

But confirmation isn’t graduation from faith! For youth who have already been confirmed, Affirm offers
opportunities to keep asking questions, growing in faith, digging deeper into Scripture, and discovering what
following Jesus looks like in everyday life.

We’ll learn together, talk honestly, ask big questions, laugh, and make room for questions that don’t have easy
answers.

Sundays, 10:45–11:30am
Grades 6–12
No class on the first Sunday of each month.

Whether you’re preparing for confirmation, have already been confirmed, or are simply figuring out what you
believe, there’s a place for you in CA: Confirm/Affirm.

Sunday Evening Youth Group
Starting on September 13 , our Youth Group will meet with Miss Anna on Sunday evenings from from 5:30pm
to 7:45pm. Our youth will talk about Jesus, as well as do mission work to spread God’s love to others.

th

Wednesday Bible Studies

Middle School Bible Studies
Early Study: 4:00pm-5:00pm
Late Study: 5:30pm-6:30pm

Senior High Bible Study
6:30pm-8:00pm

Sundays at 10:45am

Sundays at 5:30pm

Wednesdays at 4:00pm, 5:30pm, & 6:30pm

Here’s our Wednesday Evening Schedule:
4:00pm — Middle School Early Bible Study
5:00pm — Stop & Go Supper
5:30pm — Middle School Late Bible Study
6:30pm — Senior High Bible Study

Starting on September 23 , our Middle School Bible Studies and Senior High Bible Study will begin. They will
be led by Miss Anna and Pastor Bobbie.

rd
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Sundays at 9:45am

There will be a PB & JAM Volunteer Meeting on
Wednesday, September 2, at 5:00pm. Please join Jill to

learn more information! 

Welcome to PB! We are the Power Believers, and we can’t wait to
discover God’s power together!

PB is a brand-new Sunday morning adventure for kids in grades
K–3! We meet from 9:45 to 10:30. We’ll begin in worship, then after
Young Disciples time, we’ll head to our new classroom for
learning, laughter, and hands-on fun.

We’ll be using the Deep Blue curriculum, taking a “Deep Dive” each
week into God’s stories through Scripture, activities, creativity,
music, and prayer.

Here’s our Sunday morning Adventure Plan:
🕘 9:45–9:55 — Travel Time, Attendance, Offering, and Snack
📖 9:55–10:05 — Deep Dive into God’s Word
🎨 10:05–10:20 — Art, Science, and Missions
🎵 10:20–10:30 — Music and Prayer

What’s Happening in September
🌎 Deep Dive into God’s Word: Creation — Genesis 1:1–25
✨ Memory Verse: Genesis 1:31
📚 Art/Science/Missions: Making our own Creation books
🎶 Music: The Creation Song

Miss Jill has been busy getting ready for TWO Children’s Ministries: a "children's church" time during Sunday
worship called PB (Power Believers), as well as a Wednesday after-school club called JAM (Jesus and Me).

Meet Jill
Jill Hamilton is our new Children’s
Ministry Coordinator. She has two sons
who are 29 and 34, as well as one 11-
year-old granddaughter and one
grandbaby on the way.

Jill has an Elementary Education
degree and was a preschool teacher
and director for over 20 years. She has
also been a volunteer children’s
ministry coordinator for over 25 years.

“My passion is teaching children about
Jesus,” Jill said. “I am excited to be
starting a children's church and
putting my twist on JAM. I want the
children who enter our church to feel
seen, heard, and loved.”

Matthew 18:5 – “And anyone who
welcomes a little child like this on my
behalf is welcoming me”
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🦸‍♀️JAM Supply
Superheroes Needed!

Help us gear up for another fun Biblical
Superhero adventure!

Our JAM kids have some exciting
activities coming up, and we could use a
few supply superheroes to help us
gather what we need! If you have any of
these items at home, we’d love your
extras. Please don’t buy anything just for
JAM—only send what you already have.

Supplies Needed by September 20
We need one unopened 12 oz. can of
each of the following:

Coke 
Diet Coke
7 Up/Sprite
Diet 7 Up/Sprite
Mountain Dew
Diet Mountain Dew
Generic Cola
Generic Diet Cola
Generic 7 Up/Sprite
Generic Diet 7 Up/Sprite
Generic Mountain Dew
Generic Diet Mountain Dew

The cans will NOT be opened! If you’d like
your can returned, simply put your name
on it... Except for the Diet Coke… Jill may
have plans for that one! 😉

We’re also looking to borrow:
Crazy wig
Fancy hat
Tutu
8 hula hoops

Please put your name on borrowed items
so we can make sure everything finds its
way home!

Supplies Needed by October 1
We need:

Empty cereal boxes
Empty food boxes (all sizes)
Old adult T-shirts that are PLAIN on
the back (fronts will be cut off; plain
backs will be turned into capes)

🦸‍♀️ THANK YOU, SUPPLY
SUPERHEROES! 🦸‍♂️

Every donated or borrowed item helps us
create fun, hands-on experiences that
help our kids connect with the Bible and
discover God’s love.

Get ready for a brand-new year of JAM! We can’t wait to welcome
our K-5  grade superheroes for Wednesday afternoon fun, faith,
friends, and superhero-sized adventures with God.

th

For the first half of the year, we’ll be using Hero Central: Discover
Your Strength in God! as kids explore what it means to be one of
God’s superheroes. Together, we’ll discover how God helps us live
with hope, peace, wisdom, courage, and love.

Come be one of God’s Superheroes!

Our Wednesday Adventure Schedule
3:15–3:35  — Welcoming & Snack
3:35–3:40 — Expectations
3:40–4:00 — Bible Story
4:00–4:15 — Games & Crafts/Science
4:15–4:30 — Games & Crafts/Science
4:30–4:45 — Music
4:45–5:00 — Mission Journals & Prayer

Throughout September, kids will jump into our superhero
adventure and discover how God gives us strength for everyday
life. Through Bible stories, games, crafts and science, music,
mission activities, and prayer, we’ll learn how God’s heroes can
share hope, grow in faith, and make a difference in the world
around them.

What’s Happening in September
🍂 September 16 — Fall Kick-Off
Join us as we kick off a new year of JAM with fun, fellowship, and
the beginning of our superhero adventure!

🦸‍♀️September 23 & 30 — God’s Heroes Have Hope
Bible Story: Jesus Teaches the Beatitudes — Matthew 5:1–12
Hero Verse: “Do good! Seek peace and go after it!” — Psalm 34:14b
Games: Hope Hoops, Who Has the Coin?, and Hope Hop
Science: The Leak-Proof Bag
Craft: Hero Shields

Wednesdays at 3:30pm
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838 N 25TH ST
FORT DODGE IA 50501-2849
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